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THE QUR’ANIC WORDS DENOTING ETHICAL VALUE ILLUSTRIOUS
DETERMINATION

@ﬁ) J&LC‘”‘ fﬂb LD ok
Abstract

The Qur’an seeks to promote and establish high moral values in human behavior,
individual as well as social. One can find many terms and words denoting one or
the other ethical principle for human life. The Qur’an, at times, uses some terms
directly in the same sense as the words stand for; and, at times, it applies words
that if deliberated over may be identified to have referred to some moral
principle/s. One such ethical principle is illustrious determination (uluww al-
himmah), which may not be found directly mentioned in the Qur’an. There is no
serious and comprehensive works done on this particular issue. It is to be born in
mind that the selected words for the purpose of discussion in this paper occur in
the Qur’an in the context of admiration of the believers only. For example: “They
hasten to good things and they are foremost in them” (The Qur’an, 23:61). This
article represents a humble but novel attempt to identify the relevant verses in the
Qur’an and derive from there the said ethical principle of illustrious
determination. The methodology used in the discussion is inductive as well as
deductive or in other words analytical. The conclusion reached is that there are
around seven words in the Qur’an—al-musabiqah (competition), al-musari‘ah
(swiftness), al-munafisah (vying), al-‘azm (resolve), al-sa‘ye (attempt), al-‘amal
(action), and al-jihad (struggle)—that could help one derive the concept of
illustrious determination.
Key Words: The Qur’an, Ethical Value, Illustrious Determination, Competition, Struggle,
Resolve..
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	أقول: ومنه قول النبي صلي الله عليه وسلم: (( الْجَنَّةُ مِائَةُ دَرَجَةٍ مَا بَيْنَ كُلِّ دَرَجَتَيْنِ مَسِيرَةُ مِائَةِ عَامٍ وَالْفِرْدَوْسُ أَعْلاهَا دَرَجَةً وَمِنْهَا تَفَجَّرُ الأَنْهَارُ الأَرْبَعَةُ وَالْعَرْشُ مِنْ فَوْقِهَا فَإِذَا سَأَلْتُمُ...

